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PREFACE. 






ER HE Preface is peculiarly an Urbanian institution. 

In the early days of The Gentleman's Magazine the 
editorial prologue was done in metre ; loyal odes, 
songs of incident, and florid rhymes, ushered into 
the world the favoured periodic numbers. Later, the portals 
of St. John’s Gate resounded with the footsteps of Dr. Johnson 
and the volumes bore upon their frontal pages the impress 
of his famous pen. It must, we cannot but believe, have 
quickened the pride even of “the dull, oily printer,” as 
Carlyle, in one of his noblest essays, terms the phlegmatic 
Edward Cave, to read the great man’s tribute to the excel- 
lence of his publication. Dr. Johnson’s Prefaces were models 
in their way. They hit the times. Vigorous disparagement 
of contemporary magazines and outspoken praise of The 
Gentleman's, they awed opponents and confirmed the wisdom 
of supporters. 


Gy 


We are not going to say that the worthy Doctor’s praise 
and censure were not both alike just; but other times, 
other manners. Even the special cunning of the Johnsonian 
pen would be at fault in these days, when it is an act of 
grace to see merits in contemporary work, and be modestly, 
if not honestly, dumb about your own. Respect for the 
customs of our predecessors keeps up in our New Series this 
honoured title of “ Preface ;” while a proper submission to 
the tastes of the day makes us content to leave our labours 
to the judgment of the public. 











vi Preface. 


We changed the style and manner of our publication 
because the newspapers filled the ground which we had 
previously occupied. For the same reason we have in this 
present volume discontinued another journalistic feature— 
“Obituary Memoirs.” It was impossible that we could keep 
pace in a monthly record with the daily and weekly chronicles. 
We believe we have since filled this space with greater satis- 
faction to our readers. At the same time we have not lost 
sight of the more important social topics of the day, nor have 
we disregarded the wide range of subjects indicated on the 
framework of our cover. 


The continued growth of the large constituency enfranchised 
by our new tariff is a guarantee that the Magazine has met 
with public approval. We hope our next may be a still 
more worthy link in that long series of volumes which 
reaches back to the days of George the First and the Duke 
of Marlborough. 
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